Project „Assistance to Latvia on Implementation of the EU ambient air quality Directive”
The overall objective of the project is to enable Latvia to qualify for EU membership by assisting it to approximate with EU requirements on ambient air quality defined in Directive 96/62/EC on Ambient Air Quality and its daughter directives (DD). Three immediate objectives have been identified:
1. Development of capacity for AQ assessment and management so that Latvia can become self-sufficient in e.g. designating zones under the Ambient Air Quality Directive. 
2. Harmonisation of Latvia’s monitoring of ambient air quality with EU requirements.
3. Development of operational systems for supplying information to the public and decision makers concerning air quality, and for regularly revising the AQ regulatory structure to keep abreast of new EU requirements.
The main outputs of the project are expected to be the following:
	
	Six Latvian AQ specialists trained in advanced AQ modelling/management
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	Harmonised AQ modelling systems with validated data
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	Methodology developed for defining AQ management zones in Latvia, and zones defined
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	Preliminary assessments for 4 Daughter Directive pollutants
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	Feasibility studies on best short and long term options for lab analysis of passive samplers and for measuring particulate matter
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	Long term plan for upgrading Latvia’s national AQ monitoring network to EU standards
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	RCC’s Environmental Committee familiar with Danish AQ management experience
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	Initial round of passive sampling carried out
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	Data sets obtained by DOAS, conventional & passive monitoring techniques validated
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	Baltic Republics officials share experiences in AQ sector approximation
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	Capacity in place for providing guidance to the population at risk
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	Capacity for delivering information to decision makers to achieve AQ management goals
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	System for meeting EU AQ data reporting requirements
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	Updated AQ regulatory framework
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	Information on project achievements disseminated to key regional and municipal environmental officials


The Project is financed by the Danish Environmental Protection Agency.
Danish Toxicology Centre (DTC), Kogle Alle 2, DK-2970 Horlsholm, is the main contractor - in cooperation with the National Environmental Research Institute (NERI), Rambøll, Hannemann & Højlund A/S (RAMBØLL) and COWI.
Project Manager is Allan Bang Jensen, DTC, Department of Consumer Health and Toxicology, e-mail: abj@dtc.dk, ph: +45 45762055
Assistant Project Manager is Edgars Smalins, e-mail: Edgars.smalins@meteo.lv, ph: +371 7032661
